I.

MAHOMETANISM IN THE LEVANT.

IXwUnd buried had they seen me, so their ready tale they spread;
Yet 1 lived to see the tellers buried all themselves and dead.

Arab Poet.

(PUBLISHED IN "FJRASEE'S MAGAZINE," AUGUST, 1870.)

NOTICE.

Tins and the two following were written at Trebizond, in Asia
Minor, aftor (several years of residence or travel. In these three
Kwiaytf I have endeavoured to classify, so far as possible, the Maho-
metan population of the East Ottoman Empire, according to its
principal social divisions ; with a separate sketch of the characteristic
foaturcH of <*ach. Those of official rank, civil and military, come first;
the landowners and peasants next; then the mercantile classes; the
icanu'd profi*M*ioiw follow; while the pastoral tribes, Koorde or Arab,
the maritime clai&cH, and the 'mixed multitude' of the Mahometan
Levant bring up the rear. Why I have marshalled them in this
order will sufficiently appear in the treatment of the subject itself.

Like the cither writings in this volume, these particular Essays have
no pretensions to being exhaustive; they supply samples, suggest
general effects, and no more. But the samples are all facts; and the
geuera! effects the results of actual and long-continued observation.

The only objection I anticipate from some, is that my view of
human and Islamitic nature in the East is over-favourable; more so,
at least, than that taken by many other European travellers and
writers* modem ones especially. But, after all, as we see and hear,
so we1 judge; and Ho speak of a man as we find him/ is just judg-
ment. Perhaps, then, I Lave been more fortunate in my Eastern
experiences; perhaps less prejudiced. Besides, a disciple in this
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